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light; the mane long, but not overgrown nor heavy; and an
air and step that seemed to say (e look at me, am I not pretty ? "
their appearance justified all reputation, all value, all poetry.
The prevailing colour was chestnut or grey; a light bay, an
iron colour, white, or black, were less common; full bay, flea-
bitten, or piebald, none. But if asked what are, after all, the
specially distinctive points of the Nejdee horse, I should reply,
the slope of the shoulder, the extreme cleanness of the shank,
and the full rouoded haunch, though every other part too has
a perfection and a harmony unwitnessed (at least by my eyes)
anywhere else.

Unnecessary to say that I had often met with and after a
fashion studied horses throughout this journey; but I purposely
deferred saying much about them till this occasion. At Hfi'yel
and in Djebel Shomer I found very good examples of what is
commonly called the Arab horse : a fine breed, and from among
which purchases are made every now and then by European
princes, peers, and commoners, often at astounding prices.
These are for the most part the produce of a mare from Djebel
Shomer or its neighbourhood, and aNejdean stallion, sometimes
the reverse; but never, it would seem (although here I am, of
course, open to correction by the " logic of facts "), thorough
Nejdee on both sides. With all their excellences, these horses
are less systematically elegant, nor do I remember having ever
seen one among them free from some one weak point; perhaps a
little heaviness in the shoulder, perhaps a slight falling off in
the rump, perhaps a shelly or a contracted hoof, or too small an
eye. Their height also is much more varied; some of them
attain sixteen hands, others are down to fourteen. Everyone
knows the customary divisions of their pedigrees: Manakee,
Siklawee, Hamdanee, Toreyfee, and so forth; I myself made a
list of these names during a residence some years previous
among the Sebaa' and Bu'ala Bedouins, nor did I find any
difference worth noting between what was then told me and the
accounts usually given by travellers and authors on tins topic.
Nor did the Bedouins fail to recite their oft-repeated legends
about Solomon's stables, &c. But I am inclined to consider
the greater part of these very pedigrees, and still more the
antiquity of their origin, as comparatively recent inventions, and